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SPIRIT IN THE SKY Norman Greenbaum 
WORDS AND MUSIC BY Norman Greenbaum TRANSCRIBED BY Matt "The Kahuna" Scharfglass 

***NEW FORMAT*** 

Bass lines are included in the guitar transcriptions 
All gtrs. capo II 
All chord shapes and tablature positions are relative to the capo. 
All notes and chords sound one whole step higher than written (key of A). 
Bass (no capo) plays in the sounding key of A. 

G G/C G/Bb C D Giii F 

• • 11 • • •• 21 4 2 4 I 4 32 I 132 134211 134211 

Gtr. 1 chords (at [ID): G F Bb5 cs 

• • )()()( .6fr )( )( )( .8fr 
1342 1342 134 134 

~ Intr o (0:00) -i-

Moderate Rock Shuffle q = 127 (J"J .J Ji) 
N.C.(GS) (CS) (Bb6) (GS) 

• Glr. 1 {elec. w/fuzz tone & revert>) 

1 
let rin,: _ , let rini: _ , let rinx __ , 

Bb -lffl6fr 
134211 

•Parr is playecl/ingerstyle thmughQut; "demi" nores (inclirmetl by ,:·.,1 nre protlure,I by perrussively muring the srrings with the rhumb of the plucking htmd. 

s 

. 

N.C.(GS) 
Riff A 

Gtr.1 
let rin,: _ _ , 

,_, 

f 
G 

.. Gtr.2 

-. 
I 

~ I ~ 

f I f 

{a:O\JS.) (enter~ 2nd time_at 0: I 5) 

::: ::: ' l( l( l( 
v v v 

I I - - I - I -
r u r I r 
mf 

Bass 
Buss Fi)!. I 

- - - -- . . 

-. 
I 
I 

I 

-
' l( 
v 

I 
I 

I 

•• finier .'it)'fe: allo w bottom notes to n·ng. 
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As heard on the Varese Sarabande recording Spirit in the Sky: The Best of Norman Greenbaum 
Cl 998 (Renewed) Great Honesty MuSJc. 
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CVIII -lffl8fr 
13421 I 

(Bb6) (CS) 

let rin,: 

(Bb6) (CS) 
end Riff'A 

let rini: 

-.,. 
I I 

G/Bb G/C 

let rill>: 
- -::: ::: 
::: ::: 
v v . -v 
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end Bass Fix. I 
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SPIRIT IN THE SKY Norman Greenbaum 
Ctr. I plays Riff A grml. release ________ , 

• Gtr. 3 (e!ec. lull_ lf!,if.l !!«!Jtl 112 

9 w/luzz tone) f l -"~11 ~e,~d- _ _ ___ , Ctr. 3 racet 

~id-~i ~i ~i 
I 1f 

~i ~i ~: ~: ~i I ~i I i {Hl) i -
I I I I I I I I I I 

-I 
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G GJC 

Gtr.2 
Rlty. Fi11. I 

let rinJ!_, - - - -
::: ::: ::: ::: ::: 
::: ::: ::: ::: ::: - - - - -
I I I I ft I - ft ft I ft I ft I ft I - I - L r I r I r I r I LJ 

Bliss pllly., Bus., Fi11. I 
• plud: s tnn ,:s n'(/irtx t'rs 

~ [fil Verses 

(0:31) 1. When I die 
(1:16) 2. Prepare yourself 
(2:31)3.Neverbeen a sinner 

and they lay me to rest 
You know it's a must 

G 
Ctr . .l plays Fill I semntl time 

Gtr. 1 
13 In rini: - - - - - - - , 

- -. 
r r 

G 
Rhy . Fi11. 2 

Gtr. 2 
lt' t rin,1(, 

- - - -
r L r r 
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Bass Fi11. 2 
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Fill I (1:16) 
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v u r I r I r I r I I 

3 

gonna go to the place that's the best 
Gotta have a friend in Jesus 

. I got a friend in Jesus 
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let rin~ - - - - - - - , let ring - - , 

-- -
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SPIRIT IN THE SKY Norman Greenbaum 
When I lay me down to die goin' up to the spirit In the sky 
so you know that when you die he's gonna recommend you to the spirit in the sky Gonna 

(Spirit in the sky) 
so you know that when I die he's gonna set me up with the spirit in the sky Oh 

G 0 G 
17 let riti~- , /erring- - - - - - , fer ring-, let ring 

ft - - - - -- ft - ft - ft - ft - -- ft ft ft I - I I - I - I - I ft • ft 

7 - - - ft I I I I I I I I I I I - ft -
I I I I f f f f I I w I w LJ w r L 

3 3 3 
G 0 G 

end Rhy. Fig. 2 
fer ring 

~ ft ft ft ft -
c I :; :; "' "' "' c I :: :: " " " I ft - ft - ft - :: - ft -

- - - - I I :' I - I - I I - -,. ,. ,. 7 - ft ft ft I I I I I I I I I I I I I - -
I I I I f f f r I I I I I I I I I I I I f f 

end Bass Fig. 2 

: : - - - - - - - - II ,. ,. - - :; - - - .. 
I I I I - I I I I I I - -

~ Chorus (0:47, 1:31.2:46) 

Goin' up to the spirit in the sky (Spirit in the sky) That's where I'm gonna go 
recommend you to the spirit in the sky That's where you're gonna go 
set me up with the spirit in the sky That's where I'm gonna go 

G (Spirit In the sky) c 
Grr. 2 plays Rlry. Fig. 2 

Gtr. 1 
21 lt·t rm,i.:. - - - - - - - , /er ring-

I I I i i f i f i f i i f a r r r r r r a r r I I 
Bu.<.< play., Bass Fig. 2 

(3rd rime) To Coda-$-
(skip ahead to meas. 55) 

When I die (When I die) When I die and they lay me to rest I'm gonna 
when you die (When you die) When you die and you lay you to rest you're gonna 
when I die (When I die) When I die and they lay me to rest I'm gonna 

24 l r 1m1,i: - - , / ft rinx - - - - - - - - - - , 
. G 

ltt r111g- - - -, 

I r r i t f 
I 
r r r i t f I~ r i r i I 

go to the place that's the best [ill (1:01, 1:45) 

go to the place that's the best 
Grr. 1 s11h.wi111res fill 2 second rime Gtr. 1 plays Riff A twice 
Grr. 2 .rnhsrirures Rlry. Fill 1 second rime 
D G 

Gtr. 2 plays Rhy. Fig. J rwice 
G G/C G/81, 

27 /t'( ri1111-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , 

Fi/12 (1:42) 
0 

Gtr. 1 lt't rin>! __ __ _ , 
G 

In rini _ ___ , 

~ 
I 

3 
Buss plays Bu.~.~ Fill J semnd rime 

Rhy. Fill J (142) 

Gtr. 2 0 
lerrinJi _ 

[j II Ii a r 

Gtr. 3 

II 
Bass plays Bass Fig. J twice 

G 
let ring __ , let ring ____ __ __ ___ 

I - i! 

I! I 
II d D f [j D a 

I I 



4

SPIRIT IN THE SKY Norman Greenbaum 
G G/Bb G/C G G/C G/Bb 

31 • Gt 3 fuD hold bend fl 

r r r r r , , 
L__ 3 __J L__ 3 __J L__ 3 __J 

I. 2. 
G GIB~ G/C G G/Bb G/C 

L__ 3 ---..J L__ 3 ---..J L__ 3 ---..J L__ 3 ---..J L__ 3 ---..J L__ 3 ---..J L__ 3 ---..J p 

[ID Interlude (2:00) 

39 Gtr 3 (wlpick) 
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I 

r I 
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Bms Fill I {t:47) 
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Ii I 5 

I 

-------- ---- - - -. ~ . - - ·- . - . .. . . . ,.,. 
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SPIRIT IN THE SKY Norman Greenbaum 

.. 
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- - -

[El Breakdown (2:16) 
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G1r. 1 
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G . 

-
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- - - - -
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. -- : ,. - .. 
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let ring - - , 
- - .. - -- - c, - -

., ., ., ., 
' -v 
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w/lingers 112 .-------- ---, . 
:.~ 

• .. 
L-- 3 ___J L-- 3 ___J 

I 
I 
I ., • 

A . ;;. I .. 
v - Ir,.,, -
LU f ~ .I 

N.C. G 

- -= = 
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-
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r LJ 
Bb . 
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cvm :::;,,-. 

I 
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(Bb) (C) 

• let ring -

. -: ,. 
I I 

let rin11 -
- -= = = = ., - ., -

' f I 
I 

D.S.~ al Coda~ 

(go bar k to [fil J 

., 
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'- 3 _, 

-,. 
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G/Bb G/C 
let ring-

. -: ,. 
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SPIRIT IN THE SKY Norman Greenbaum 
-$-Coda (2:57) 

I. 2. 
go to the place that's the best best 

Gtr. 1 
55 In rinJl - , let rinJl- , let rinx- , let rinx- , let ring-, 

:: - -~ 7 
I 

I I 

D 
Gtr. 2 

. 
- A . 7 

I I 

Bass 
II • 
II - -
II• 

I I 

[Q] (304) 

G 
Gtr. I plays Rijf A rwice 
Ctr. Z plays Rhy . FiJ:. I twice 

58 Gtr. 3 (w/fingers) 

62 

Buss plays Bass Fig. I twil·e 

G 

I I I 
L-..3 __J 

pp 

[IJ Outro Guitar Solo (3:19) 

G 
Gtr. I plays Riff"Aji,ur times 
Gtr. Z plays Rhy . FiJ:. I j,,ur times 

Bass plays Bun Fig. I four times 

G 

- - - -7 7 . ~ ~ 

A A A A A A A I 

I I r I r r r f f I 

G 

A A 

7 7 

A A A A A A A -
I I f f f f r r L r 

- - .. . . . . p p p -
I I 

GJC G/Bb G G/Bb G/C 
gr(lt/. release _____ __ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , 
luff hold bend 112 hold bend 114 r------------, r---------, . . . . . . . 

~iJ ~i 
t t L t t t I t I I I 

L__ 3 ______J L__ 3 ______J L..:_ 3 ______J L__ 3 ______J 

GJC G/Bb G G/Bb G/C 
1n . f --.----~ ----. ----.-, 

L L t F I 
(17) 

I 
L-.. 3 __J L-.. 3 __J '-- 3 __J 

f ===========--p 

G/C G/Bb G G/Bb G/C 

G/C GJBb G G/Bb G/C 

II 

II 

II 
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G 

G 

Begin Fade 
(3:49) 

82 Gtr. 3 

--
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Gtr. 1 
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G/C G/Bb G G/Bb G/C 
lull 1/4 1/4 1 ~ t ~~ --=- t 

G/C G/Bb G G/Bb G/C 
let rin~ - - - - , 

lull 

1·1 r·or I 
- - --I .. .. .-.. .. . ·;. , .... 

I ·- : ' 
I I 
I I 

I v ----
r.::... 

: ---- ,;; . . - . . .. 
\"';'/ "';' ,. ,. ,. .. 
· I I I I 

. 
~ 

~ - . ,, . ., . . ,,, . ., ,. -
I I 

- - . ., . ., ,. ., -I I 
Fade Out 

ful ---- . - ---.._, 
- .. - ,. - :; .. .. ·~, '/ - - 1 1.. 

I I "TJ 
I I ' I I I ---
In rirrR- - - , 

: . . - -. - - - I ,. ,. ,., - . I v I v I 

I LJ f r LJ I I r I 
G G/C G/Bb 

- -;; = -- ;; ;; = -
I I . - -- . I . - - I . ,. - -r r I r I L I I 

3 

·- II 
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